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The entrepreneurial task is to transform innovative ideas into operational businesses in timely 
fashion. After successfully bringing technological innovations into markets, newly created 
enterprises need to find a balance between exploiting their current technologies and competencies 
(to generate profits) and exploring new alternatives (to innovate) to continue prospering and 
creating, capturing, and delivering value. Top entrepreneurial teams have a unique role in crafting, 
fostering, and shaping the R&D strategies of newly created enterprises (NCE).  
 
The editors of this special issue, Professor Erno Tornikoski, Professor Thomas Gillier, and 
Professor Marko Kohtamäki would welcome articles, both theoretical and research based papers on 
any aspect and factors that explain how technology oriented newly created enterprises succeed to 
continue exploring new knowledge while exploiting their existing technological competences. A 
special focus is given to the role of top entrepreneurial teams in formulating, fostering and re-
orienting the R&D strategies of newly created enterprises. In particular they would welcome articles 
on: 

• Ambidextrous organizations and technological innovations in NCEs 
• Innovation and business growth in NCEs 
• Entrepreneurial, strategic and organizational learning in NCEs 
• Business life-cycle management in NCEs 
• Introduction of second generation products/services by NCEs 
• Increasing technological sophistication of NCEs 
• Management of uncertainty by the R&D teams of NCEs 
• The interaction between design and marketing process in NCEs 
• Value Management in NCEs 
• Etc. 

 
Papers should illuminate the implications and opportunities for entrepreneurial R&D management 
and innovation and any requirements to advance either theory or practice.  
 
Papers, which are presented in the The R&D Management Conference and which cover the topic 
areas of the Special Issue on Continued entrepreneurship of technology oriented newly created 



enterprises, will be considered for publication. Researchers interested in publishing in this special 
issue should contact the Guest Editors, Professor Erno Tornikoski, Grenoble Ecole de Management 
(erno.tornikoski@grenoble-em.com), Professor Thomas Gillier, Grenoble Ecole de Management 
(thomas.gillier@grenoble-em.com), or Professor Marko Kohtamäki, University of Vaasa 
(marko.kohtamaki@uwasa.fi) during the conference. The full paper is due no later than September 
30, 2012. Please clearly identify your submission in the email subject line, IEMJ Special Issue on 
Continued Entrepreneurship. All papers will go through the regular double-blind review process to 
ensure its relevance and quality, and must follow IEMJ Style Guidelines 
(http://www.springer.com/business+%26+management/entrepreneurship/journal/11365). The 
special issue will be published in 2013. 


